
What We Did On Our “Summer Vacation”



Breakthrough proudly started our summer by celebrating our graduating Class of 2016!

In June, our friends at PwC and the Hyatt Place San Jose helped us celebrate the Class of 2016’s high school 
accomplishments and college enrollments with our annual Senior Celebration. 



Just two weeks later, 
we kicked off our 
annual middle school 
summer program! On 
three different 
campuses – Santa Clara 
University, Hillbrook
School, and Notre 
Dame High School –
Breakthrough teachers 
and students gathered 
for an unforgettable 
summer together.



We hired 57 teaching fellows from across the country – from Yale to Santa Clara University, Bellarmine to 
Notre Dame High School – to teach, mentor and inspire our middle schoolers. These talented teachers 

were led by  Breakthrough staff and professional teachers who served as Instructional Coaches.



Question: Who says “Yes!” to six weeks of school in the summer? 
Answer: 250 rising 7th, 8th, and 9th graders who couldn’t wait for their Breakthrough summer to begin!



With a daily ‘human tunnel’ greeting like this, who would ever want to miss school? 
Our summer program achieves a 98% attendance rate.



Students and teachers formed supportive 
crews, which acted as their summer families.



At our annual STEM Challenge, our kids proved they have what it takes to be Silicon 
Valley’s future tech leaders and entrepreneurs. One team of future engineers built 
a breadboard circuit that included its own on-off switch! After the lively challenge, 
students met with tech leaders from all over the Valley  - from SanDisk to Google -
to discuss what it really means to work in STEM careers in our region.



18 companies throughout 
Silicon Valley and the Bay Area, 
including Adobe, Applied 
Materials, Bank of the West, 
LinkedIn, SurveyMonkey, Texas 
Instruments, and Xactly,  hosted 
our students for a Career 
Exploration Field Trip.

Our students returned to 
Breakthrough inspired by the 
many companies and career 
opportunities that are open to 
them once they earn a college 
degree.



These rising 9th graders 
spent one Friday giving 
back to their community.  
Breakthrough students 
learn that no matter 
where you are in life, 
there is always a way to 
improve the world 
around you.

Garden to Table’s garden 
was in great shape after 
our students’ community 
service field trip!



Breakthrough students took UC Berkeley by storm one morning as they 
worked their way through a series of public speaking and networking 
challenges. They met some interesting characters during their visit!



Breakthrough 
offered computer 
coding and 
programming classes 
across all three sites 
this summer, giving 
students exposure to 
the skills and 
concepts that make 
Silicon Valley thrive.



Breakthrough 
Olympics set the 
stage for some 
spirited fun!
Crews competed for 
bragging rights in 
activities like dodge 
ball, science 
experiments, and 
math riddles.



And while our middle schoolers were busy in our academic summer program, our rising seniors were 
preparing for their final year of high school and upcoming applications to college. At their two-day 
Personal Statement Writing Retreat, the Class of 2017 learned to craft strong college application essays. 
They also visited college fairs to learn about all of their options.



We relished in our first 
summer at Santa Clara 
University – the first 
opportunity for many 
of our students to 
experience a college 
campus firsthand. From 
learning in real college 
classrooms, to lunch in 
a beautifully columned 
courtyard, to games on 
rolling green hills, 
Breakthrough students 
enjoyed every minute 
on Santa Clara’s 
beautiful campus. 



At the same time, 
Breakthrough students 
also commemorated 
their final full summer 
at Hillbrook School in 
Los Gatos. Longtime 
supporters of 
Breakthrough’s 
program and students, 
the Hillbrook
community once again 
welcomed our 
students on campus 
with open arms.



LinkedIn Alumni Networking Night

Breakthrough was also thrilled to host 
our first ever Alumni Networking 
Night this summer. Generously 
sponsored by LinkedIn, the event 
allowed program alumni, who are 
college students and recent college 
graduates, to learn networking skills 
and practice their techniques on 
volunteers from the community. We 
support our students on their journey 
to college and beyond!



As summer comes to a close, we are 
grateful to our many supporters. Your 
investments in our students are 
paying off!

This fall, the Breakthrough Class of 
2016 will proudly walk the halls of 
the following colleges and 
universities:
Boston College, Cal Poly SLO, 
Carleton College, Champlain College, 
CSU Chico, CSU East Bay, CSU San 
Jose, CSU Stanislaus, DeAnza, 
Gonzaga, Menlo College, Occidental 
College, Seattle University, St. 
Andrews, UC Berkeley, UC Irvine, 
UCLA, UC Merced, UC Riverside, UC 
San Diego, UC Santa Barbara, UC 
Santa Cruz, USC, Wesleyan 
University, and Yale.



We had a great summer and we are excited to start a brand new school year!


