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Breakthrough Silicon Valley Announces New Executive Director   

Breakthrough Silicon Valley, a San Jose nonprofit with an outstanding record of guiding low-income, first-

generation students from San Jose and East San Jose to four-year colleges, has announced the 

selection of John Hiester as its new executive director.  

For the past six years, Hiester has served in a variety of positions for Year Up, including founding site 

director for Year Up Bay Area’s Silicon Valley campus where he led labor market and community needs 

analysis, and cultivated relationships with private, public, educational and nonprofit partners; and he also 

led the launch of a new site in Arizona. Most recently, he was director of operations and strategic 

planning at Year Up Bay Area, where he managed the organization’s $16 million annual operating budget 

and oversaw recruitment, talent development, human resources, facilities, budgeting, and strategic 

planning. 

 

"My first work experiences after college were as a community organizer in a public housing development 

and later as a case manager for families on government assistance,” said Hiester. “It was through those 

jobs that I began to truly understand the importance of education and access to jobs – which are so 

interwoven in our society – to the success of individuals, families, and communities in our country. Thus 

began my career which I see being about social justice and helping all people realize their potential.” 

“John has proven his ability to build and lead organizations in a fast-paced mission-driven environment,” 

said Greg Murphy, Breakthrough Silicon Valley board chair.  “Through our work with students, families, 

colleges, and other stakeholders we have all the key pieces in place to build an ‘ecosystem’ that will 

amplify our impact. John will bring experience and innovative thinking to BSV that will help make that 

ecosystem a reality.” 
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Hiester succeeds Melissa Johns who served as Breakthrough Silicon Valley’s executive director from 

2011 through this past January. Hiester received his undergraduate degree in Spanish with a minor in 

cultural anthropology from Kenyon College, and earned an MBA in public and nonprofit management 

from Boston University’s Questrom School of Business. He has served on the Silicon Valley Leadership 

Group’s Education Committee and as a steering committee member on the Santa Clara County 

Opportunity Youth Partnership. 

 

About Breakthrough Silicon Valley  

Breakthrough Silicon Valley has a dual mission of preparing academically motivated students with limited 

educational opportunities for admission into four-year colleges and universities, and providing outstanding 

pre-professional experience to aspiring high school and college-age students who are considering 

careers in education. Founded in 2002 as a summer school program for middle schoolers, BSV has 

expanded to be a six-year after school and summer school program that is guiding 450 middle and high 

school students from the San Jose Unified and Franklin-McKinley School Districts.  In 2011 the first 

cohort of students to complete the six-year program graduated from high school with a 100% acceptance 

rate into four-year institutions; and that remarkable success rate has repeated each of the following years. 

On average, 95% of our high school seniors enroll into four-year institutions. BSV continues to expand 

and is on track to increase the number of students served to 600 by the summer of 2018. Website: 

www.breakthroughsv.org. 

### 

 

Breakthrough Silicon Valley 
1635 Park Avenue 
San Jose, CA 95126 
Phone 408.287.6357 
www.breakthroughsv.org 

 


